The CASIS presentation was a snapshot of these activities. The first part of the instruction relates to the process of radicalization into violence. I talk about the more well-known models of radicalization by published academics and put myself as a young Muslim growing up in the West, through a simple model of my own. I go one step further and put those individuals arrested in the 2006 case, through that same model and demonstrate how and why they moved into violence, by showing evidence from the court prosecution related to bomb detonators for use in explosive devices.
Secondly, I transition to the period of ISIS activities 2013-2016 by showing actual screenshots of ISIS acolytes that I took personally, and others who have seen been publicly identified members of ISIS recruiting and well as its combatants. Some slides looked at a one-onone conversation with a young woman who was being groomed to be an ISIS bride and how I was able to intervene and break the chain of recruitment.
The final and most important part of the presentation deals with the Islamic scriptures that castigate and condemn violent extremism. I introduce the Islamic term, "Khawarij" (KHA-WAH-RIJ), religious zealots who were specifically known for 3 things: 1) Quoting the Quran out of its context 2) Hijacking cities and using human shields 3) Indiscriminate killing. I presented this to show the audience the specific quotes that I deployed during this time, to learn how to delegitimize and discredit the extremist narrative.
In the end, this was a chronological trajectory beginning with my own personal life from the 70's to mid 1990's, before the advent of social media, then into the post 9/11 environment of domestic terror incidents such as the Boston bombings, London underground attacks, other interdicted plots in Canada, Australia and elsewhere, and then finally(?) the horror show of ISIS.
Especially today in the world of social media, processes of radicalization that previously took much longer through face-to-face mobilization in the 80's and 90's, seem to have been accelerated online. This is primarily
